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What is Scotch Whisky?

Scotch basically starts out as beer. 

The malted and kilned barley is fermented with yeast which produces alcohol. 



What is Scotch Whisky?

The “wash” is then double distilled in one of the many beautiful copper stills,

which produces the clear “new make spirit”. 



What is Scotch Whisky?

The “new make spirit” is then transferred to barrels or “casks”, where is aged for many years.



What is Scotch Whisky?

Some distilleries smoke their barley with peat early in the process,

which gives the whisky a peaty and smoky characteristic.



What differentiates American Bourbon from Scotch Whisky?

By law Bourbon must be made with 51% corn, while Scotch is made with 100% Barley



What differentiates American Bourbon Form Scotch Whisky?

By law Bourbon can only be aged in new white oak barrels, 

while Scotch is typically aged in ex-Bourbon barrels or ex-wine barrels



What differentiates American Bourbon Form Scotch Whisky?

In order to transfer the barrels to Scotland, the barrels / casks must be broken down into

individual wooden staves (planks) and shipped via boat, before being reassembled in Scotland



Misconceptions about Scotch: It’s too Smoky

While there are some distilleries that produce heavily peated Scotch, 

the vast majority of Scotch is produced in the Speyside Region, 

commonly know for producing sweet and fruity Scotch.



The Island of Islay is 
know for producing 
heavily peated and 

smoky Scotch

The vast majority of 
Scotch is produced in 
the Speyside region, 
commonly know for 
producing sweet and 

fruity Scotch

If you’re new to Scotch, 
choosing a Scotch from the 

Lowlands may be a good 
choice, as the Scotch from 

this region is typically 
light-bodied, and easy to 

drink.

Different regions of Scotland produce Scotch with different characteristics



Misconceptions about Scotch: It’s a mans game

It doesn’t matter who you are, your age, your gender or where you came from, 

there’s a Scotch out there for you. 



I encourage you to take a break from your busy life every once in a while

to drink a wee dram of Scotch.

www.thescotchclub.com


